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Ex am in er  Rep or t  
 

 

A significant  proport ion of candidates who entered for this specificat ion in 

this sum m er’s session took the opt ional speaking com ponent . Exam iners 

were pleased to listen to som e very proficient  speaking tests 

sym pathet ically conducted displaying a pleasing standard of 

candidate perform ance. 

 

Candidates are expected to part icipate in 3 conversat ions on 3 different  

topic areas, i.e. on three of the topic areas from  the five topic 

areas detailed in the specificat ion. However, it  is not  appropriate for the teacher 

exam iner conduct ing the test  to select  two different  subtopics from  the 

sam e topic area. Each conversat ion m ust  be based on a totally different  

topic area. 

 

I t  is im portant  that  the correct  t im ing is adhered to in the exam  and the following 

should be rem em bered:  

 

The candidate’s presentat ion on the photo/ picture m ust  be for a m axim um  

of one m inute. The conversat ion m ust  relate to the picture but  m ay also 

include som e quest ions prom pted by the picture that  the candidate has chosen. 

 

The first  conversat ion, following on from the presentat ion, should last  for 3 

m inutes m axim um . For conversat ions 2 and 3 the m axim um  t im e is also 

t im e 3 m inutes and exam iners will stop assessing after this t im e. 

 

Just  as in a writ ten exam  these t im ings are a requirem ent . I f the conversat ions 

are slight ly short , this is acceptable but  to go beyond the t im e allowed infr inges 

the requirem ents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  A:  Pr esen t at ion  an d  d iscu ssion  b ased  on  a sin g le p ict u r e.  

 

 

For this part  of the exam inat ion the candidates choose a single picture which 

they then int roduce with a presentat ion last ing up to one m inute. This is followed 

by a discussion b ased  on  t h e p ict u r e  last ing up to a further three m inutes. The 

picture chosen m ust  be linked to one of the topics in the specificat ion, and this 

topic m ay then n o t  be used for the second and third conversat ions. 

 

The content  of the chosen picture is very im portant . Although the picture 

shouldn’t  be too busy, certainly a picture with quite a lot  going on is preferable to 

one where there are m aybe just  a couple of figures in a snow scene (chosen to 

fit  in with Hom e and Abroad) . 

 

The reason for this is that  the conversat ion m ust  be based on the picture, n o t  on 

the topic. Therefore, taking the exam ple of the picture above, the exam iner 

should then not  ask the candidate about  his or her holidays or where they like to 

go on holiday. This is the wrong technique. Exam iners would need to ask what  

these two people are doing here.  Maybe there is a great  deal of snow and 

therefore the teacher exam iner could ask how the two people are feeling?  What  

are they going to be doing later? I ndeed, som e inference quest ions should be 

at tem pted to draw out  ideas from  the candidates. I t  was quite com m on this year 

to find that  exam iners m oved away from  the picture im m ediately the candidate 

had finished the presentat ion with inappropriate quest ions sim ply linked to the 

topic area. 

 

The quality of the ensuing conversat ion often reflected how appropriate the 

choice of picture had been. Pictures containing lots of different  im ages st im ulated 

bet ter discussion.  A photograph of a student  and their fr iend in front  of a wall or  

in a field understandably gave the exam iners lit t le to go on and, in part icular, 

affected the perform ance of weaker candidates who require m ore prom pt ing.  

Pictures are also supposed to reflect  the students interests. Occasionally cent res 

had clearly prepared the whole class on one Topic Area and all the pictures were 

based on this. 

Students who at tained high m arks for Sect ion A gave well-prepared 

presentat ions and were able to discuss/ hypothesise about  events which m ay 

have happened before and after the picture had been taken, as well as the 

thoughts and feelings of other people in the picture. 

Pictures chosen m ay be personal photographs, even drawings, photos 

downloaded from  the I nternet  or taken from  m agazines. Pictures from  text  books 

which are subject  to copyright  rest r ict ions should be avoided. 

The m ost  com m on topics chosen were Educat ion and Em ploym ent , House, Hom e 

and Daily Rout ine and Hom e and Abroad. 

Lots of photographs were used from  holidays as well as in classroom s or in town 

cent res. The best  ones had clearly been very well prepared by the candidate and 

were able to discuss in detail other aspects of the picture. Surpr isingly a sm all 

num ber of candidates gave the im pression that  they had never seen the picture 

before!  

Teacher exam iners should ensure their  candidates have the opportunity to 

fulfil the requirem ents of the assessm ent  cr iter ia, such as express and 

just ify opinions, give extended responses to a wide range of quest ion types, 

and use an appropriately wide variety of st ructures and lexis, including a full 



 

range of tenses. Such perform ances would allow candidates access to the 

full range of m arks. Often, very good candidates were not  able to access the 

full m ark range as they had not  been given the opportunity to use a range 

of tenses. 

 

Cent res are rem inded of the need to send the candidate’s picture to the 

exam iner, along with the oral cover sheet  and the recording. Cent res should 

also be sure to copy the new m ark schem e which is on two pages. Many 

cent res either used the old one or only copied the first  sect ion of the new 

schem e. 

Exam iners often asked quest ions which had already been answered by the 

presentat ion, or in a previous answer.  Som e weaker or nervous candidates were 

very confused by this, as they presum ed that  they had m isunderstood the 

quest ion, as they knew that  they had already answered it .   They then could only 

give a som ewhat  flustered response, which could im pact  on the spontaneity 

m ark. 

 

 

 

Sect ion  B:  Tw o  con v er sat ion s 

 

 

I n this sect ion, candidates are required to take part  in conversat ions with 

the teacher exam iner on t w o  sep ar at e con v er sat ion  t op ics ch osen  b y  

t h e t each er  ex am in er .  

 

Cent res are advised to read page 8 of the specificat ion which states 

explicit ly that  the teacher exam iner should choose the topics discussed in 

conversat ions 2 and 3, not  the candidate. The candidates should not  know 

in advance of the test  which topics they are going to be asked quest ions on 

in conversat ions 2 and 3. 

The t ransit ion between the conversat ion topics should be m ade plain to help 

both the candidate recognise that  the conversat ion is m oving on and the 

exam iner ident ifies the two discrete topic areas being discussed. 

 

I n both Conversat ions 2 and 3, candidates often lost  m arks in the Knowledge and 

Applicat ion of Language sect ion as their  responses failed to cover a sufficient ly 

wide enough range of tenses, m ore com plex gram m at ical st ructures and 

vocabulary.  Bet ter quest ioning on the part  of the exam iner could have 

addressed this, part icular ly the elicitat ion of various tenses.  Weaker candidates 

really needed m ore help through quest ioning on Topic Areas C and D.  Too often 

student  responses on these topic areas becam e present  tense lists e.g. Topic 

Area C was a m onologue of room s in the house, item s eaten for the three m eal 

t im es whilst  Area D becam e a list  of m odal verbs stat ing very sim ple things one 

can do to help the environm ent  (one can recycle or go by bike etc) , followed by 

an ident ical list  stat ing how students could help the environm ent  at  school and 

hom e.  Also, a sim ilar outcom e was apparent  with regard to the quest ion of why 

m odern m edia is useful or not .  Students were not  sufficient ly prepared to 

answer these quest ions on m ore than a superficial level and were not  asked 

quest ions perhaps com paring current  usage to usage when they or their  parents 

were younger or on the changes in technology in order to dem onst rate their  

understanding of past  or future tenses.  This also affected their m ark for 



 

Content .  Som e candidates however produced very good responses talking about  

current  affairs/ newspaper art icles which they had read or had been of recent  

interest .  Sim ilar ly, others were able to discuss the latest  book they had read or 

film  they had seen, either on the internet  or at  the cinem a, another point  which 

raised further com parison and discussion. 

Exam iners should possibly consider the abilit y of their  students before asking 

quest ions which are too test ing, or on the other hand, they should rem em ber to 

st retch the bet ter candidates as fully as possible. 

I n a few cent res, clear dist inct ions between Topic Areas for the different  

sect ions/ conversat ions were not  m ade apparent .  

Exam iners should again adhere to the t im ings laid down in the 

specificat ion, nam ely a m axim um  of 3 m inutes for each  conversat ion topic 

which in total m akes a total of 6 m inutes for this sect ion. I n general, longer 

conversat ions were self-penalising as candidates began to st ruggle to find 

things to say and incidence of error increased. Sim ilar ly, conversat ions which 

were well under 3 m inutes couldn’t  show their  full potent ial. There is a t rend to 

spend too long on Sect ion A of the test  and then to cut  Sect ion C short . This 

needs to be avoided. 

 

Exam iners should think about  the way in which quest ions are const ructed in 

order to allow the candidate to show what  he or she can do. The types of 

quest ions to avoid are so called closed quest ions or a quest ion giving an opt ion. 

Here are a couple of exam ples:  

 

Verstehst  du dich m it  deiner Schwester? 

This is a poor quest ion because the candidate can sim ply respond with j a or  nein.  

I t  can sim ply be im proved by put t ing wie in front .  

Wie verstehst  du dich m it  deiner Schwester? 

Weaker candidates m ay sim ply say nicht  gut ,  but  they do have the opportunity 

to develop. 

 

Wohnst  du lieber in der Stadt  oder auf dem  Lande? 

This is also a poor quest ion as the candidate just  m erely needs to lift  the answer. 

Bet ter would be:  

Wo wohnst  du lieber? 

 

Teacher exam iners are to be com m ended on their  sym pathet ic and 

encouraging conduct  of the speaking tests. Most  were clearly at tem pt ing to 

put  candidates at  their  ease and t rying to get  them  to produce their  best . 

There were m any clear exam ples of an obvious respect ful and posit ive 

relat ionship between the candidate and teacher-exam iner. 

 

Cent re adm inist rat ion for the speaking tests was generally good, although 

several cent res forgot  to enclose the whole of the m ark sheet  or used the 

one from  the old specificat ion. A few cent res forgot  to send the candidates’ 

pictures to the exam iner.  

 

The quality of the recordings rem ains variable. I n som e instances 

candidates were vir tually inaudible due to either ext raneous noise or poor 

qualit y recording equipm ent . 

 



 

Exam iners are happy to accept  candidates’ speaking tests casset te although CDs 

are m uch m ore preferable. 

Orals recorded in audio file or m p3 form ats are also acceptable, although it  would 

be appreciated if they were checked for viruses. 

 

Many thanks to all cent res for the work undertaken to m ake this year ’s 

I nternat ional GCSE Germ an speaking tests successful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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